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Contact: Dave Forbes, dean, UM School of Pharmacy and Allied Health Sciences, 243-4621.
UM PHARMACY SCHOOL HONORS THREE GRADUATES
M ISSOULAThree graduates of The University of Montana School of Pharmacy and Allied Health
Sciences will be recognized for their professional achievement Saturday, Sept. 14.
Holly Graff of Bozeman, Bill Fitzgerald o f Great Falls and Gary Lusin of Belgrade
will be honored at a noon ceremony during a pre-football game tailgate party sponsored by St.
Patrick Hospital and Health Sciences Center. The event is being held in conjunction with the
pharmacy school’s annual Board of Visitors meeting Sept. 12-14.
Graff, who earned a pharmacy bachelor’s degree in 1997, a doctorate in pharmacy in
1998 and a master’s in business administration in 1999, will receive the Rising Star Award.
She owns Rocky Mountain Pharmacy in Bozeman, one of the region’s few compounding
pharmacies where medications are prepared on site to meet patients’ specific needs.
The Rising Star Award goes to someone who has been in the profession less than 15
years but demonstrates tremendous potential for professional excellence.
Fitzgerald, a 1952 pharmacy graduate, will receive the 2002 Professional and
Community Service Alumni Achievement Award, which recognizes lifetime achievement in
pharmacy with particular emphasis on volunteerism and community service. He lives in Great
Falls, where he opened his first drug store at age 25. Fitzgerald now has stores in several

-more

PharmGrad.rl--2
Montana cities, as well as at sites in Washington, Idaho and Wyoming. He has served on the
University of Great Falls Board of Trustees, the executive committee for the Montana School
for the Deaf and Blind and has taken leadership roles in the Montana State Pharmacy
Association’s Academy of Past Presidents and the Boys and Girls Clubs of America.
Lusin is the 2002 recipient of the Outstanding Physical Therapy Alumni Award. He
earned a physical therapy degree at UM in 1981 after first completing two degrees in physical
education with an emphasis on exercise physiology. Lusin has owned Advanced Performance
and Rehabilitative Services Inc. in Bozeman since 1981. He also teaches classes and consults
for Montana State University’s Health and Human Development and Athletic Training
departments and other physical therapy clinics in the state. He is a frequent presenter at sports
medicine and physical therapy conferences and a regular volunteer athletic trainer for local
school and youth sports teams. Lusin has held committee posts and leadership positions in the
Montana chapter of the American Physical Therapy Association.
The Physical Therapy Alumni Award was inaugurated this fall to recognize
professional achievement and community service, as well as continued involvement with UM.
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